[Clinical characteristics of hepatic tuberculosis].
The clinical characteristics of hepatic tuberculosis in 52 cases diagnosed pathologically were analyzed. Fever, abdominal pain and hepatomegaly were the major clinical manifestations; they were present in 96.2%, 42.3% and 88.5% of the patients respectively. The fever had no consistent pattern and the abdominal pain was usually localized to the right hypochondrium and not related to overwork. Hypergrammaglobulinaemia, elevated alkaline phosphatase level and increased ESR were noted in most of the patients (76.9%, 75.0%, 76.5% respectively). 62.5% of the 52 patients was diagnosed by percutaneous liver biopsy. Since there is no consistent clinical pattern in patients with hepatic tuberculosis, the diagnosis should be considered in patients with unexplained fever associated especially with hepatomegaly or hepatosplenomegaly, elevated alkaline phosphatase level, hypergrammaglobulinaemia and increased ESR, Liver biopsy is the most valuable method to confirm the diagnosis of hepatic tuberculosis.